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Summary 
 

 The Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO) Consultative Committee met via 
videoconference on February 14, 2003.  This official meeting of the Committee, which was open 
to the public, reviewed the highlights of the 2002 NAFO Annual Meeting; discussed high 
priority Scientific Council activities; and discussed U.S. positions with regard to upcoming 
intersessional meetings of NAFO Standing Committees and Working Groups.  Particular 
emphasis was placed during this meeting to further refinement of U.S. positions in preparation 
for the March 26-27, 2003 meeting of the NAFO Working Group on the Allocation of Fishing 
Rights to the Contracting Parties of NAFO.  Federal Commissioner John H. Dunnigan (Director, 
NMFS Office of Sustainable Development) chaired the meeting.  The Agenda is included as 
Annex 1, and a list of participants is included as Annex 2 to this report. 
 
 

Brief review of recent developments in NAFO 
 
U.S. Federal Commissioner John H. Dunnigan opened the meeting with a brief summary of the 
highlights of the 2002 Annual Meeting.  He expressed his strong disappointment that NAFO 
Parties did not support the U.S. proposal for a national quota allocation of Division 3LNO 
yellowtail flounder, despite an increased TAC for this stock for 2003.  Once again, he expressed 
concern regarding the U.S. commitment to NAFO in light of the lack of economically viable 
allocations from the Organization.  Although this concern was strongly echoed by the other U.S. 
Commissioners (Barbara Stevenson and Jeffrey Pike), one NAFO Consultative Committee 
(NCC) member did point out that there have been conservation benefits that have resulted from 
U.S. participation in NAFO.  Commissioner Dunnigan expressed hope that a way might be found 
to address these issues at the upcoming March 2003 meeting of the NAFO Working Group on 
the Allocation of Fishing Rights to the Contracting Parties of NAFO.  
 
U.S. scientist Ralph Mayo noted that the Scientific Council (SC) has been actively reevaluating 
the timing of its advice to NAFO in terms of how it coincides with the annual meeting of the 
NAFO Fisheries Commission (FC).  He noted that the November SC meeting relating to shrimp 
occurs after the FC Annual Meeting decisions on management for the following year, thus 
necessitating the need for possible mid-stream TAC changes.    Results of the November 2002 
SC meeting on shrimp have resulted in new advice for increases in the 3LNO shrimp stock for 
2003 and 2004 (now recommending 13,000mt) and increases for the West Greenland shrimp 
stock (now recommending 100,000mt).  In an effort to address the delay in advice, the SC will 
examine key shrimp stocks (Divs. 3L and 3M shrimp) during the 2003 Annual Meeting. 
In the discussion that followed, U.S. scientists Mr. Ralph Mayo and Dr. Fred Serchuk provided 



information on the June SC Precautionary Approach Workshop.  The terms of reference for this 
meeting, which were agreed at the September 2002 Annual Meeting, called for a focus on a half 
dozen NAFO stocks (including: Greenland halibut, American plaice, yellowtail flounder, redfish, 
cod, and shrimp).  The only stock among these that has an annual analysis done is Greenland 
halibut.  It was noted that the next meeting of the SC after this workshop would be the June 2003 
SC Meeting.  This meeting will hopefully also consider thorny skate.  It was also noted that there 
is no survey for redfish (which overlaps between NEAFC and NAFO jurisdictions) this year.  It 
was agreed that the United States delegation would have follow-up discussions on the 
Precautionary Approach after the June SC meeting.  
 
 

Upcoming NAFO intersessional work 
 

It was noted that three NAFO meetings of interest to the United States were scheduled for the 
upcoming intersessional period: the Working Group on Allocation of Fishing Rights to NAFO 
Parties; the Working Group on Dispute Settlement Procedures and a meeting of the Standing 
Committee for International Control. 
 
Allocation Working Group:  It was generally agreed among the meeting participants that the U.S. 
goal for the March 2003 Allocation Working Group in Miami, Florida should be to advance 
discussion leading to the adoption by NAFO of a fair and transparent scheme for allocation of 
NAFO resources.  A white paper proposing that the Working Group develop of a list of criteria 
for use in NAFO allocation decisions (based on a similar list developed by ICCAT) was 
distributed for the information and comments of meeting participants.  There was also agreement 
among meeting participants that, although chartering has not served well as a way to bring U.S. 
fishermen into NAFO fisheries, U.S. support for the NAFO chartering provisions should 
continue.  Federal Commissioner Dunnigan expressed the opinion that the United States should 
consider not chartering after 2003.   The results of the upcoming Allocation Working Group 
Meeting would be shared with the NCC once available.   
 
Yellowtail Flounder:  In the context of discussions on allocation, it was also agreed that 
yellowtail flounder would continue to be the focus of the U.S. push for an economically viable 
NAFO allocation under a newly adopted scheme (if not before).  The lack of support for the U.S. 
proposal on yellowtail was discussed and it was noted that, barring future TAC increases, 
Canada was the only possible source for a U.S. quota.  Thus, the United States would continue to 
push this issue with Canada on this issue on the sidelines of the 2003 Annual Meeting, while at 
the same time pushing for FC consideration of a new U.S. proposal on yellowtail allocations. 
 
STACTIC Issues:  Jennifer Anderson (NMFS) and Peter Martin (USCG) provided a brief 
summary of upcoming STACTIC meetings focusing on the NAFO Observer Pilot Project and 
the Compliance Initiative. It was agreed that results of these meetings would be shared discussed 
in further detail at the next NCC meeting.  It was also noted that the United States should 
continue to strongly support the efforts of Canada in STACTIC to reduce bycatch of moratoria 
species and juvenile fish in NAFO fisheries.  
Skates:  In closing discussions, it was noted that NAFO Parties are not necessarily opposed to 
dealing with skates, but need more forewarning.  The United States will bring up the issue of 



possible NAFO skate conservation and management in bilateral meetings with NAFO Parties 
(such as Canada, the European Union, and Japan) during the intersessional period.  One NCC 
member expressed the opinion that the U.S. goal should be for TAC management based on the 
SC advice.  She noted her willingness to work with the U.S. delegation on this and to network 
for support among elasmobranch NGOs in Europe.  It was agreed that any proposals or 
documents relating to NAFO skate conservation and management should be considered and 
shared broadly well in advance of the 2003 NAFO Annual Meeting. 
 
The NCC meeting was then adjourned. 
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